The role of cardiac imaging and biochemical markers in patients with acute chest pain.
Acute chest pain syndromes are common, with over 6 million patients in the United States presenting to emergency departments with suggestive symptoms. This review concentrates on the previous models and new diagnostic testing procedures. The different modalities emphasized are computer-generated models, serum markers, echocardiography, and nuclear imaging in the emergency department. The use of new markers and imaging may help to risk-stratify patients earlier for potential treatment and triage decisions.